Learning Goal (Begin with the End in Mind): I will have a good understanding of the current family trends and statistics base on the 2011 census. I will also have a sense of which figures are up or down since the previous census of 2006. 



Canadian Family Facts Quiz Answers
WHAT IS A FAMILY? 

THE VANIER INSTITUTE OF THE FAMILY DEFINES FAMILY AS...any combination of two or more persons who are bound together over time by ties of mutual consent, birth and/or adoption or placement and who, together, assume responsibilities for variant combinations of some of the following:

· Physical maintenance and care of group members 
· Addition of new members through procreation or adoption 
· Socialization of children 
· Social control of members 
· Production, consumption, distribution of goods and services, and 
· Affective nurturance - love 

HOW MANY FAMILIES ARE THERE? 

According to Statistics Canada's Census (2011)   

THERE ARE 9.4 MILLION FAMILIES* IN CANADA (up 0.5 million since the 2006 census which was up 0.5 from 2001)

· 31.9% are married couples with children   (down 5.5% from 2001)
· 35.1% are married couples without children    (up 2% from 2001)
· 7.3% are common-law couples with children    (up from 7% in 2006 and from 6.1% in 2001)
· 9.4% are common-law couples without children (up 9% in 2006 and from 7.6% from 2001)
· 16.3% are lone-parent   (up 0.3%)
· (80% of lone-parents are female)   (no change from 2006)
* In Statistics Canada's 2006 Census, a Census family was defined as follows: Refers to a married couple with or without children or a couple living common-law (can be of opposite or same sex) with or without children, or a lone parent living with one or more children. This excludes persons living in collective households.

For more current information consult Stats Canada 2011 Family Portrait 
@ http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2011/as-sa/98-312-x/98-312-x2011001-eng.cfm

HOW MANY FAMILIES HAVE CHILDREN?

· 62% of all families have children living at home (2006 stat down1.3% from 2001)  
· Only 10% of all families have 3 or more children living at home.

HOW BIG ARE CANADIAN FAMILIES?         The majority consist of just 2 people
· 2 person families  
married couple  44%  
common-law couple  55% 

lone parent 62%       
· 3 person families 

married couple 21% 
common-law couple  21% 

lone parent 28%       
· 4 person families 

married couple 25% 
common-law couple  17% 

lone parent 10%
· 5 or more persons 
married couple 11% 
common-law couple   7% 

lone parent na

HOW BIG ARE FEMALE and MALE LONE PARENT FAMILIES? (2006 stats)        
* 2 person families 

female  60% 

male  67% 
* 3 person families 

female  29% 

male  26%
* 4 person families 

female  11% 

male  7%  

* 2011 census shows that 
female #s up 6.0%
male #s up 16.2%

HOW MANY PEOPLE OVER 15 YEARS OF AGE ARE MARRIED?

* 67.1%of family structures are based on married couples (down from 70.5% in 2001)

HOW MANY PEOPLE OVER 15 YEARS OF AGE ARE LIVING COMMON-LAW?

16.7% of family structures are based on common-law couples up 13.9% between 2006 and 2011

HOW MANY SAME SEX COUPLES MARRIED OR COMMON LAW in CANADA?

* 64 575 couples (2011) up 42.4% from 45, 350 couples (2006) 
* Married couples 32.5% (up from 17% in 2006)


* Common-law couples 67.5% (down from 83% in 2006)


SAME SEX COUPLES VERSUS OPPOSITE SEX COUPLES WITH CHILDREN

* 9.4% of same sex couples have children living with them (5 times more likely to be female)
* 47.2% of opposite sex couples have children living with them 

HOW MANY STEP FAMILIES ARE THERE in CANADA?

* 12.6% of family structures are based couples with children are step families (1st time included in a census)
* 1 in 10 children live in a step family
* 7.6% of the family structures are simple step families (new couple blending their own children from a previous relationship)
* 5.2% of the family structures are complex step families ( new couple have added a child to the family common to both of them, in addition to a child connected to either one or the other or both)

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE AGE AT WHICH WOMEN MARRY FOR THE FIRST TIME?

* 29.1 years of age (2008 up 0.9 from 2001)

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE AGE AT WHICH MEN MARRY FOR THE FIRST TIME?

* 31.1 years of age (2008 up 0.9 from 2001)

HOW MANY MARRIAGES WILL END IN DIVORCE?

* In 2006, of those couples who married in 2001, 37.9% of marriages could be expected to end in divorce. (down 0.1%)
* In 2011, this figure has risen to 41%


HOW MANY MARRIAGES ARE FIRST MARRIAGES FOR BOTH PARTNERS

* Three out of four (75%) of all marriages were first-time marriages in 2001 down from 81% in 1981 

HOW MANY CHILDREN DO PEOPLE USUALLY HAVE?

* In 2006 the fertility rate was 1.59 children - meaning that current trends suggest that, on average, women will have 1.59 children over the course of their lives. (up 0.9%)
* In 2011 the fertility rate was 1.63 (up another .04%)

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE AGE FOR FIRST TIME MOTHERS?

* 28.5 years of age  (up 0.8 years from 2001 and up from 24.4 in the mid 70s)

HOW MANY CHILDREN ARE ADOPTED?

* Each year in Canada, there are almost 2,700 domestic adoptions (1700 public and 1000 private) (down 300)
* Each year in Canada there are about 1500 international adoptions (international adoptions have seen a steady decline since 2003)
* There are also almost 66,000 children in foster care, ~ 22,000 are available for adoption 

WHAT KINDS OF FAMILIES DO CHILDREN LIVE IN?

* Two parent families (married) 63.6%  (down 4.8% from 2001)
* Two parent families (common law) 16.3% 13.1%    (up 3.5% from 2001)
* One parent families 19.3%   (down .3% from 2006 and up a slight 1.3% since 2001)
* Grandparent families (skip generation) 4.8% (1st time in census)
* Foster families 0.5% (1st time in census)

WHEN DO THE KIDS LEAVE HOME?

* 42.3% of children aged 20-29 still live at home

WHO GOES OUT TO WORK? 2006 stats
* 94% of married men aged 29-64 
* 80.1% of married women 
* 83% of lone-parent fathers with school-aged children 
* 60% of lone-parent mothers with pre-schoolers. 
* 76% of lone-parent mothers with school-aged children 
* 71% of wives with pre-schoolers 
* 81% of wives with school-aged children aged 6-14 

HOW MANY COUPLES WITH CHILDREN HAVE BOTH PARENTS IN THE WORKFORCE?   

* More than three out of four couples with children count on the earnings of both parents. 
* 7 out of 10 couples with children count on two wages 

 HOW MANY FAMILIES CAN'T FIND WORK?

* In 2001, almost one in five lone-parent mothers with children under five were unemployed. 
* 5.4% of wives and 5.4% of husbands with school-aged children were unemployed. 
* 8.9% of wives with pre-school aged children were unemployed. 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE INCOME OF FAMILIES?

* In 2013, the median family income was $76,000 before taxes. 

HOW MANY POOR CHILDREN ARE THERE IN CANADA?

* 1 in 2 children in female lone parent families live below the poverty line
* 3 in 10 children in long parent families live below the poverty line
* 1 in 4 First Nation children live below the poverty line
* 1 in 10 children overall in Canada live below the poverty line

What if you are a child in a female lone parent First Nation home? 


