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Learning Goal (Begin with the End in Mind): I will know how to conduct social science research using the 5 step method of inquiry. I will know how to write an APA style research report including how to use in text citations, how to format a title page, abstract, report, appendix and references page. 
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Social Science Inquiry Field Research Report

You are being given the opportunity to learn how to conduct social science field research. We will be doing this step by step so that you will be given lots of support, feedback and time to accomplish each step. 

Using ethical guidelines, appropriate methodology, and primary and secondary sources, students will develop a position on an individual or family social issue of importance to anthropology (cultures), psychology (individuals behaviour, personality or development), or sociology (groups) and, using a research design appropriate to the issue and discipline, carry out a field research project. 

	Focus
	Work Period
	Due Date

	Step 1 – Problem or Question - 1 hour 
Choose topic, research relevant sources and then form an initial hypothesis.
	September 17th/18th 

September 19th 2014 
	Research Question
September 24, 2014

	Step 2 – Hypothesis - 3 to 5 hours
Research relevant sources and complete an Annotated Bibliography using APA format. Tweak hypothesis.
	September 26th 2014

September 30th /Oct. 1
	Annotated Bibliography

October 9th 2014

	Step 3 – Gather Data and Information – 6 to 7 hours 
Develop a permanent working thesis. Continue 
to conduct secondary research. Develop a plan 
for your own primary field research. Develop tools for this investigation (survey; interview form; observation chart). Conduct your research.
	October 17th 2014
October 21st & 22nd 
This includes conferencing with teacher
	Tools and Plans
October 23rd 2014

	Step 4 – Analysis – 2 to 3 hours
Analyze all the results from the field research. Analyze all the relevant results from the secondary research. 
	November 6th 2014
November 7th 4014
	

	Step 5a – Communicate the Conclusions 3 to 4 hours
Conference with teacher. Draw conclusions from all the research. Write your report. Get editing support. Submit final report.
	December 9th & 10th 
1 on 1 conferencing available – sign up
	Optional Rough Draft

December 11th 2014

Final Research Report

December 16th 2014

	*Step 5b – 15 minutes

Share your research with your tutorial group at the end of the course.
	
	January 15th & 16th 2015


Final Product Length
HHS4U – 12 pages minimum (including title page, abstract, report, appendix and references);
HHS4C – 9 pages minimum (including title page, abstract, report, appendix and references)

Part One:  Choosing Your Topic and Stating Your Hypothesis (Due: September 24, 2014)
When choosing a topic the key is finding a subject that YOU are interested in.  If you don’t like your subject you will not be motivated to study it. Ask questions that you actually want to know the answers to.  There are many interesting topics out there; you just need to take the time to discover what interests you.  Ask for help if needed.
Hypothesis  
What is a hypothesis?  A hypothesis is defined as, a prediction or educated guess about the cause of a phenomenon under investigation or the relationship of factors connected to some sort of phenomenon you are investigating.  This means that you do not have to be certain that your hypothesis is correct.  It is a statement that you hope to prove true through either secondary or primary research or in this case both. 
Part Two: Literature Review & Annotated Bibliography (Due: October 9th, 2014) 

Annotated Bibliography   
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.  This will also provide you with a number of sources to use when researching your topic.  There is more information on the handouts available online.   
When you are doing research you need to know what you are looking for which will be covered in your guiding questions but you also need to understand another important aspect in research, BIAS.  

Annotated Bibliography Length HHS4U 10 sources plus notes; HHS4C 7 sources plus notes
Bias Rule 
Every source is biased in some way. Documents tell us only what the creator of the document thought happened, or perhaps only what the creator wants us to think happened. As a result, historians follow these bias rule guidelines when they review evidence from the past: 

· Every piece of evidence and every source must be read or viewed skeptically and critically. 

· No piece of evidence should be taken at face value. The creator's point of view must be considered. 

· Each piece of evidence and source must be cross-checked and compared with related sources and pieces of evidence. 

 There are many resources out there for you to choose from.  Your job is to decide which sources best suit your needs and if they are valuable, objective sources  

In your research you should include 

· General resources (encyclopedias, text books)

· More specific informational sources (magazines, newspapers)

· Journals and scholarly choices (books or scholarly journals)
· Relevant websites (be careful around self- help or parent help websites )
While the internet has become many students primary source of research it is not the only way, nor is it necessarily the best way to do research.  You can’t always trust information on the internet because anyone can post to it and there is no quality control.  If you do use the internet for your research be sure to critically analyze you source to see if it is valuable.  When looking for sites the ones that tend to be the most valuable are sites that end with .org or .edu.  Keep this in mind when doing your research.
*In the end, this work will form the Literature Review portion of your report.


Part Three: Tool Development & Data Gathering (Due: October 23rd, 2014)

Research Strategies, Methods and Tool Development: 

Now you need to get out and do the research.  By this time you will have a hypothesis and a good working knowledge of the current research in the area. You need to develop a good working plan that is valid. This means it examines what you intend it to. This will include developing a good research tool so that you can gather data. This could be a well-designed survey, an in depth interview sheet, observation tables and so on.  If needed, also develop a consent form (for taping people or taking their photo).
Gather Data
Using ethical practices, conduct your research. Please be considerate of your subjects’ time and plan ahead to conduct surveys or interviews. Book appointments with the people you plan to work with. Do not influence participants. Do not pressure or harm participants. If you plan to record or video people you need to get their consent. All research is to be confidential in nature unless otherwise agreed up (for example if you are videotaping participants and their face is shown).

*You will be describing this process in the Methods portion of your report. You will also be including copies of the tools in the Appendix portion, and refer to them in the Methods portion.

Part Four: Data Analysis (November 2014)
Data Analysis
You should have a lot of data compiled that you need to sort through. Organize it all. You will probably need to sort it by several different factors such as age, gender, experience, religion and so on. Then you will also likely sort it by other specifics such as one particular question or another.
What is the data telling you? Does it confirm your hypothesis?  This will form the main part of your Results portion of your report.

Does the data reinforce or affirm findings from your literature review? Where are the similarities? What are the differences? All of this information will form the bulk of your Discussion portion of your report.

Part Five: Communicating the Research (Optional Draft Due December 11th 2014)
The Outline 

In this part you will design your research paper by creating an outline.  This is your opportunity to lay out how the paper will unfold itself for the reader.  A good outline will make writing the essay a much easier process as you already know where you intend to put your focus.

Optional Rough Draft for Submission and Conferencing 
This part is the final aspect of the paper.  It is where you take all of the information you have prepared and you write it in the form of a formal research paper.  See the sample guide for format. See the outline for step by step descriptions of each of the parts.
Part Five a: Final Copy of your Research Paper (Due: December 16, 2014)

Submit a formal copy in APA format, including in text citations, a title page, an abstract, and a reference page. 

Part Five b: Sharing the Research in your Tutorial Group (Due: January 15th & 16th) 

Students will share their research plan, process and results with their tutorial group. There will be an expectation that students are familiar with each other’s findings on the final exam.

Social Science Field Research Report Rubric
Expectations
· Explore current perceptions, opinions and demographic trends relating to the life patterns of individuals and or families that is related to your topic or main research objective and speculate on the significance of these trends 

· Describe and discuss the theoretical viewpoints, thesis and supporting arguments of materials found in primary and secondary sources that relate to your main topic

· Follow the conventions of an APA  research paper/ literature review including a title page,  abstract, introduction (with thesis), body paragraphs and conclusion

· Within the report summarize the field research that was conducted including a description of the method of gathering data, results, discussion, conclusion and appendix

· Use APA in text citations and include a reference list that lists all sources used

	Criteria
	Below Level One


	Level One +/-

1-    1     1+

52%   55%   58%  
	Level Two +/-

2-     2     2+

62%   65%   68% 
	Level Three +/-

3-     3     3+

72%   75%   78%     
	Level Four +/-

4-     4     4+

85%   90%   95%

	Communication
	Writing is unclear 

The minimum criteria for grade 12 college /university  not met

Paragraphs were not used

Sentence structure is weak

Unacceptable level of grammar errors unacceptable level of spelling errors
	Writing is less clear

Ideas are communicated with limited effectiveness

Limited use of proper paragraph and sentence structure

Several errors in grammar

Several errors in spelling
	Writing is somewhat clear 

Ideas are communicated with some effectiveness

Sometimes using proper paragraph and sentence structure
Few grammar errors 

Few spelling errors


	Writing is clear 

Ideas are communicated effectively

Usually proper paragraph and sentence structure used

Mostly free of grammar errors 

Mostly free of spelling errors
	Writing is very clear and concise

Ideas are communicated with a high degree of effectiveness

Proper paragraph and sentence structure used

Proper grammar

Proper spelling 

	Knowledge/

Understanding


	The final report  and compilation of research does not reflect an  understanding of chosen topic, related concepts and theories

Content is severely lacking in terms of quantity*
	The final report and compilation of research demonstrates a limited understanding of chosen topic, relevant concepts and theories

Content is limited in terms of quantity*
	The final report and compilation of research  demonstrates some understanding of chosen topic, relevant  concepts and theories

Content could be stronger in terms of quantity*
	The final report and compilation of research  demonstrates understanding of chosen topic, relevant concepts and theories

Fairly strong content in terms of quantity*
	The final report and compilation of research  demonstrates a very thorough and in depth understanding of chosen topic, relevant concepts and theories

Strong content in terms of quantity*

	Thinking/ Inquiry


	The paper does not reflect effective research 

no range of sources are used or sources are incorrectly used or are inappropriate for a research report

The paper does not reflect analysis or interpretation of research

The paper does not show ability to combine academic research

Conclusion is not logical or is missing 
	Limited level of inquiry skill shown regarding effective research of topic using too few sources or sources that were biased in nature or not academically sound

Limited analysis skills shown in interpreting research 

Limited thinking shown with the integration of academic research 
Conclusion shows limited logic
	Somewhat effective  level of inquiry skill shown regarding effective research of topic using a  range of sources, some better than others

Somewhat effective analysis skills shown in interpreting research 
Some thinking shown with the integration of academic research 

Conclusion shows some logic
	Effective level of inquiry skill shown regarding effective research of topic using a decent range of appropriate sources

Analysis skills shown in interpreting research 

Successful thinking shown with the integration of academic  research 

Conclusion is logical
	Extremely high level of inquiry skill shown regarding effective research of the topic using a wide range of highly appropriate sources

Strong analysis skills shown in interpreting research 

High level thinking shown with the integration of academic research 

Conclusion is logical and shows insight

	Application


	Fails to transfer the concepts of social science field research to one’s own report* 

Thesis is missing introduction not clearly present, definitions missing

Does not cite sources used 

Reference page is not present or is done incorrectly
	Transfers concepts of social science field research to one’s own report with a limited degree of effectiveness*

Thesis is missing or unclear, introduction covers outline in a limited way key term definitions missing 

Uses the APA format for citing sources in text  incorrectly and or lists references at the end with errors


	Transfers concepts of social science field research to one’s own report with some effectiveness*

Thesis is stated with limited clarity

Introduction covers outline somewhat key terms definitions missing or unclear

Uses the APA format for citing sources in text  partially and or listing references at the end in a partially correct way


	Transfers concepts of social science field research to one’s own report with success*

Thesis is clear and fairly relevant 

Introduction covers outlined and defines key terms

Uses the APA format for citing sources in text with a few errors and or with minimal errors listing the references at the end
	Transfers concepts of social science field research to one’s own report with a high degree of effectiveness*

Thesis is very clear, relevant and important

Introduction covers outline succinctly with academic flair, key terms are clearly defined

Uses the APA format for citing sources in text  and listing references at the end




Strengths ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Areas for Improvement 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









H:\HHS4U Families in Canada\14 Independent Study\Field Research Assignment 2014.doc
H:\HHS4U Families in Canada\14 Independent Study\Field Research Assignment 2014.doc

