Learning Goal (Begin with the End in Mind): I will know what the six functions of the family are according to the Vanier Institute, and how to apply those functions to real life scenarios.

The Functions of the Family

1. Explain the function 2. Provide an example 3. In the last column, identify how other institutions in Canada, such as government, religion, business, law, and education, support the family to fulfill the function. 

	Function of the Family
	Explanation
	Example
	Institutions

	Physical maintenance & care of group members


	it is expected that families will provide physical care for all members: adults, children, and otherwise dependent individuals
this includes health care, appropriate nutrition, shelter, clothing
if this does not happen then individuals could be at risk and suffer unless society steps in to replace this function 
	shelter, safe and hygienic home to live in
weather appropriate clothing
nutritious food
medical care
routines like bedtime
	hospitals
clinics
grandparents
schools (breakfast club)
public health nurses
children’s aid society

	Addition 
of new members through procreation or adoption


	to maintain a stable population a society needs to continue to generate members
population growth provides a competitive edge to a society to become wealthier
Western society is seeing a decline in the birth rate, the Canadian population is aging
in past family has been viewed as the socially acceptable means of ensuring that sexual needs of adults are met
	adoption
procreation
alternative insemination
surrogacy
fostering
	adoption agencies
fertility clinics
midwives
public health nurses
surrogates
family law

	Socialization 
of children



	socialization is the process whereby children adopt appropriate behaviours, new skills, knowledge, values & attitudes of a society which enables them to succeed, relate in society & have a better chance at successfully caring for themselves in life
this process begins with the family
the quality of the role models in the family will partially determine the degree of socialization the child receives
formal education opportunities further the process of socialization 
	teaching children how to act in public situations
teaching children what is acceptable at the dinner table
modeling social behaviour
modeling working
	elementary, secondary and post-secondary schools and apprenticeships
peers, community groups like scouts, literature and popular media

	Social control of members



	to maintain order in society it is expected that families will maintain order of their members 
it is expected that they will monitor and assess the behaviour of members and give them direction
	disciplining children for misbehavior
rewarding children for desired behaviour
employing natural consequences
ignoring annoying behaviour

	truant officers
school administrators
teachers
Sunday school or temple etc.
peer sanctions
police
courts

	Production, consumption, 
& distribution of goods & services


	the family is the basic economic unit in practically all societies
adult members provide services to society and or produce goods for society and provide economic necessities for their young 
all members of a family tend to consume goods and services
in agricultural areas children are often expected to provide labour as well as the adults
	buying back to school items
buying groceries and other necessities
buying luxury items
working in a factory
providing a service to the community
	malls, grocery stores
social assistance (re distribution of money)
job search supports temp agencies
capitalist economy 
communist economy

	Affective nurturance-love



	families maintain members’ morale, and encourage them to participate in society
ideally, they provide affection & meet our emotional needs 
strong emotional grounding and family relationships help us to form relationships in later life and provide emotional support to our children and so on
	watching your child(ren) re: sports, theatre, reach, piano etc.
regular hugs and kisses
caring about how their day went and how life is for them, encouragement
	other people’s parents and families
friends
families of choice
boyfriend or girlfriend
foster homes
grandparents
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