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How to Write an Annotated Bibliography

What is an Annotated Bibliography?

An Annotated Bibliography is a bibliography with notes. 

A bibliography is a list of sources you use to write a paper (books, articles, websites, and so on). 
An annotation is a summary, evaluation and assessment of relevance to your topic or thesis.

Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes a summary, evaluation and reflection on each source you plan to use. Creating an annotated bibliography helps to ensure that you have a good number of scholarly resources and that you have processed the material enough to understand how useful they are for your paper.

Let’s get started
· Identify and gather a variety of sources aiming to include books, texts, print and electronic articles.

· Read or at least skim each source and make some general notes.

· Make sure that you know how to cite sources for your bibliography correctly (using the correct style for your course).

Format of the Annotated Bibliography

· Each source is listed in correct form (style either MLA, APA or Chicago).

· Sources are listed in alphabetical order by the author’s last name.

· A summary note, written in paragraph form, follows each source.

What to Include in the Summary
Summarize

· Include a sentence or two on the general topic or research question that the work addresses.

· Using the Verbs for Referring to Sources handout, describe the thesis and main arguments. Describe the topics covered. 

· Describe the author’s methodology. What kinds of sources did he or she use? 

· Is it an essay, a news article, an opinion paper, a text and so on? How is the book or article organized? Who is the intended audience? 

Evaluate

· What kind of authority does this person have regarding this topic? Is this a useful source? Is the information reliable? 

· What do you think the author’s motivation or purpose is? Is the source biased or objective?

Reflect

· Without using personal pronouns (my, I)describe how the source is relevant to your topic 
· Without using personal pronouns (my, I )describe how it will fit in with your argument or research. How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project?

· Without using personal pronouns detail if the source changed how you think about your topic?

APA Style Example using an article found online…






Nicholson, Helen. (1997). Women on the Third Crusade.  Journal of Medieval History 


23.4 doi:10.12345/pjas.040345   
               In this article, Nicholson explores the controversial question of whether, and to what extent, women participated in armed conflict during the Third Crusade [This sentence identifies the central question of the article]. After reviewing different historians' views on the issue, she examines the widely different depictions of women's participation in the crusade given in Muslim and Christian accounts [This sentence explains the sources that she used]. Nicholson exposes the biases within both Muslim and Christian accounts to examine how Muslim sources tended to exaggerate women's participation in armed conflict while Christian sources tended to conceal women's roles. Ultimately, she argues that while women played many important support roles during the Crusades, their participation in armed conflict was limited to extremely dire battles [The previous two sentences explain the thesis of the article]. This article provides an excellent overview of the primary and secondary sources associated with the debate over the participation of women in armed conflict during the Crusades; it will help to the argument that, while they were essential to the Crusades, women were limited in the roles that they could play within them due to social stigma [This sentence explains how the article will be relevant to your essay].
Nicholson, Helen. (1997). Women on the Third Crusade. Toronto: McGraw Hill Publisher
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All words after the first in the title  of the article or book are usually not capitalized, this is an exception because the Third Crusade is a proper name; similarly you would still capitalize the name of a country like Canada or Canadian





Hanging indent looks like this, 2nd and subsequent lines are tabbed in once





However, the title of the Journal has more typical capitalization





periods





Double space with no extra spaces before or after
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note





Everything is the same until �the URL, then it is the city of publication and name of publisher





If this was a book
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