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_________________________________________________________________________________

How serious a problem is it for immigrant fathers who move to Canada to become established in Canada in a healthy and positive manner?
_________________________________________________________________________________

Coming to Canada and establishing a positive family experience and lifestyle will be more challenging than expected and more difficult for fathers than mothers. 
_________________________________________________________________________________

30 Immigrant fathers from Latin America, China, South Asia, and the former Yugoslavia were interviewed about their experiences in Canada.  
_________________________________________________________________________________

Fathers were found to be underemployed (example a former Yugoslavia medical doctor delivering pizza in Canada). Many fathers lose their sense of self in a new country where their skills are not recognized. Also the lack of income affects their ability to sustain a home and family. Self worth of these men is often damaged. People come to Canada because it is a rich country and they think they will have no trouble getting a job with their qualifications and then are let down or discouraged when they get here and encounter under employment, racism, language barriers, role reversal and declining self esteem. Some experience racism and discrimination in the workplace. The immigrant women tend to be more flexible in what kind of work they are willing to take on. Fathers end up at home while their wives go out to work and this role reversal is hard for some men to handle. 
_________________________________________________________________________________

In Canada today a number of immigrant fathers are under employed, face racism and discrimination in the workplace, experience role reversal in the home and as a result often suffer from a decline in self esteem. Coming to Canada to establish a positive family life is more difficult than was anticipated by the immigrants interviewed.  
these findings were presented at a national symposium on fathering held in Montreal

_________________________________________________________________________________

