Learning Goal (Begin with the End in Mind): I will become experienced at preparing for seminar tutorials, taking part in discussions actively and learning using this format so commonly used at College and University. I will improve my ability to write a concise and comprehensive five sentence summary. I will hopefully learn to push myself past my comfort level during the discussions. 


Families in Canada

Getting the Most out of Seminars and Tutorials
Adapted from Trent University Online History Workbook

http://www.trentu.ca/history/workbook/overview.php
Participating in Seminars / Tutorials
Tutorials provide a unique opportunity to engage actively with the course materials with both your teachers and your peers. Take advantage of it! Active seminar participation will not only raise your marks, but will also give you a deeper understanding of the topics. Again, successful tutorial experiences can often be created by treating them as a three part experience: before, during, and after.

Before Seminars
· Complete assigned readings with care and create a reading summary of the key ideas, define the terms and answer all the questions in a detailed and thorough manner (point form is fine).

· Before coming to class, try to write down a few points that you found to be of particular interest about the readings. What did you find the main point of the readings to be? What interested or surprised you about them? What did you agree or disagree with (these may be covered in the reflections and consolidations questions).

· Try to write your own discussion questions to pose to the class. What would you ask if you were the tutorial leader? 

During Seminars
During seminars you are expected to participate actively in discussions. This does not mean that you need to talk constantly. What it does mean is that you need to follow the discussion actively and contribute your ideas often. Keep the following in mind as you consider how best to participate in discussions:

· Always treat others with consideration and respect.

· Use your contributions to show that you have completed the assigned readings with care. If you can, point to specific sections of the text that support your ideas.

· While at times you may be asked to relate the readings to your life experiences or to outside materials, in general your comments should relate to the readings or lectures. For example, you may have seen a great movie that deals with a similar topic, but your comments on that movie will not be as valuable toward your mark as a comment that is tied directly to the readings.

· Ask questions about parts of the reading you did not understand, this will count toward your participation mark.

In General:

· You will not have time to record all the answers that your peers are offering, come prepared – however you should jot notes down to questions you were unable to answer. Try to balance this with keeping your focus on participating actively in discussion. You can write down key points and elaborate later – you can do this prior to submitting the written portion of the tutorial which will be due the day after your group has its discussion.

· If you are anxious about speaking, draw on the points or questions that you prepared before class.

After Seminars
· Write a rough outline or summary of the discussion. 

· Add any key points from discussion that you may have missed in your initial notes on the readings. 

· Don’t forget to hand in your written portion with terms, five sentence summary and questions fully complete.

Seminar Tutorials Success Checklist & Rubric
Success Criteria…

Before

· Read the assigned seminar reading

· Define all the listed terms using the correct context of the reading

· Answer all the questions in a thorough manner that shows an a knowledge and understanding of the reading or an ability to apply and work with the material 

During

· Participate fully in the discussion by making several comments and or answering or asking several questions. 
· Jot down answers that you were unable to find on your own and or fix terms that were out of context or incorrect. 

After

· Review your work and add in any key ideas or thoughts you think are important.

· Write a 5 sentence summary of the reading and submit with discussion question answers and terms 

	Criteria
	Below Level One

to be determined
	Level One +/-

1-    1     1+
	Level Two +/-

2-     2     2+
	Level Three +/-

3-     3     3+     
	Level Four +/-

4-     4     4+

	Notes        /10 Knowledge

The complete set of definitions and answers to the action questions show that the student has a clear understanding of the material

	The student did not successfully complete the definitions and or questions, and the work is insufficient to rate a level 1


	Student’s terms show a limited understanding of the reading, many of the terms were defined out of context.

Student’s answers reflect a limited understanding of the reading
	Student’s terms show some understanding of the reading, some of the terms were defined out of context.

Student’s answers reflect some understanding of the reading


	Student’s terms show a clear understanding of the reading; very few of the terms were defined out of context.

Student’s answers reflect an understanding of the reading


	Student’s terms show a comprehensive and thorough understanding of the reading, the terms were defined strongly and in context.

Student’s answers reflect an excellent understanding of the reading

	Notes        /10
Application

The answers to  questions show that the student has an ability to work with the reading and to make connections

	The answers to  questions  do not show that the student has an ability to work with the reading and to make connections


	The answers to  questions show that the student has a limited  ability to work with the reading and to make connections


	The answers to  questions show that the student has some ability to work with the reading and to make connections


	The answers to  questions show that the student has an ability to work with the reading and to make connections


	The answers to  questions show that the student has strong ability to work with the reading and to make connections



	Summary   /10
Thinking

The summary shows that the student has the ability to extract the key points of one of the reading and to summarize effectively
	The summary shows that the student has not extracted the key points of the reading and has not summarized

effectively

May have used more than the limit of 5 sentences

	The summary shows that the student has a limited ability to extract the key points of the reading and to summarize effectively

May have used more than the limit of 5 sentences
	The summary shows that the student has some ability to extract the key points of the reading and to summarize effectively

May have used more than the limit of 5 sentences


	The summary shows that the student has the ability to extract the key points of the reading and to summarize effectively

May have used more than the limit of 5 sentences


	The summary shows that the student has extracted the key points of the reading and summarized, creatively, concisely and very  effectively

Stayed within  the limit of 5 sentences



	Discussion      /10
Communication

Student participated in the seminar discussion fully


	Student did not participate in the seminar discussion
	Student was present and participated in the seminar discussion in a limited way
	Student participated in the seminar discussion somewhat.
	Student participated in the seminar discussion quite a bit and was engaged in the conversation
	Student participated in the seminar discussion fully and made some excellent contributions to the discussion


Successes…

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Areas for Improvement and Next Steps…

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name ________________________  Tutorial # _________
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