
Leaving
home: single
young adults

Accepting
emotional and

financial
responsibility for

self

The joining of
families through

marriage: the
new couple

Commitment
to new

systems

Families
with young

children

Accepting new
members into

the system

Families
with

adolescents

Increasing flexibility
of family boundaries
to permit child more
independence and

grand parent frailties



Launching
children and
moving on

Accepting a
multitude of exits
and entries to the

family system

Families in
middle life

Accepting the
shifting

generational
roles

Families
near the

end

Accepting the
realities of

limitations and death
and the completion

of one life cycle


