Learning Goal (Begin with the End in Mind): I will know what the different types of families are in Canada today. I will also know what the different types of marriage patterns there are globally. Not all of these are currently legal in Canada, though.


Types of Families

Lone Parent Family – families composed of a single parent and 1 or more children

Nuclear Family – families composed of 2 parents, and 1 or more children, living together 
Intact Family (Stats Can term) – families composed of 2 parents and their original biological or adopted children, living together 

Same Sex Family – couple or parents in the family are the same sex (married or common law)
Common Law Family – couple or parents in the family live together but are not married (same or opposite sex)
Extended Family – families composed of parents, children, aunts, uncles, grandparents and other blood relations living together

It is more difficult for extended families to remain in the same household when younger members are seeking employment for a wage than when families worked as productive units on a farm, at fishing or in a family business

Modified Extended family – relatives who do not share a residence, may try to life in the same neighbourhood, visit regularly, telephone daily, assist each other with child care provide economic and emotional support 

Skip Generation Family – families where the grandparent(s) and child or children live together but the parent(s) are not present
Supra Family – the extra family members that do not share a household but are still related.

Blended or Step Family - families composed of parents who have divorced their first spouse, remarried someone else, and formed a new family that includes children from one or both first marriages, and or from the remarriages

Simple Step Family – families where the child(ren) belong originally to one or each of the parents who now has a new partner, but no children biologically or adopted by them as a couple (as of yet)
Complex Step Family – families where there are both a child or children originally connected to one or each parent who now has a new partner, and this new couple have their own biological or adopted child(ren)

Marriage Patterns

Monogamy - having one legal spouse at a time (current social custom and law)

Serial Monogamy - marry, divorce or widow and remarry during lifetime

Polygamy - having more than one spouse

Polygyny - having more than one wife

Polyandry - having more than one husband

Arranged versus free choice marriages -arranged marriages increase family resources, protect inheritances, enhance family reputations, and the parents feel more qualified to choose a partner for their children

Importance is placed on extended family solidarity, financial security, and potential heirs rather than on personal gratification and feelings of love between the young people

Arranged marriages are often more stable than free choice unions
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